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ber uncle nnd the exoite-
past 16 hours, She won-
bat was to become of her, Of
thing she was sure, aund that was
would stand by Ralph Benton.
low! By this time he must
hat the papers were saying. As
bad not had encogh to bear with-
¢ that! Thivking of Ralph reminded
that Alice might need compuuy, §o
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“Wha is your physictanr"
she roee to go to her. Tho door of Miss
Benton's room was# pot entirely closed,
and as Mise Haostings drew pear she
recopnized  Rolph's voice. He was
gper' oo exeitedly.

g 1 v #illy to take on so,"" he was
Bay! “* Hendricks and his gang may
KL seurch il doomsday and never koow
| thetruth. I have fixed that. Mantcostle
. will help.”

i) Miss Hastings paosed. The onrpet

L’ ' bad wuffled ber footsteps. They did not |
I

| know she wns neur.
' “Inpever had such an awfal feeling
' ’.'._._ in my life,”” snid Miss Benton. *'Oh, I

' gapn’t stand it auy longer! It will kill
“lll
“Bosh! Lock at me, The papers are
even going over my record and hinting
thut I did it, and yot [ defy’’—
*“Huosh! Somebody will hear yoo,"
oautioned Alice, and the door was sud-
denly closed. Miss Hastings retreated,
= white and quivering, to the library and
.  sat down again. She covered her face
| % with hor hands and tried toreflect. No;
- she would never entertain that thought.
ph Benton was her ideal, her con-
- geption of all that was manly and noble
in man. It might seem to others that
bhe was guilty, bot she would never be-
5 liove it. And yet how strangely he had
~ goted when he came down from his
goom just before the body hod been
found! And then the words which she
had just overhenrd—what conld he have
meant?
Miss Hostings happened to glance in-
to a large pier glass which reflected
of the kall in the direction of Alice
ton's 1oom and saw Ralph ap-
. :ﬂhin; It was the first time sho
Wby eaught his face in repose since the
- murder, nnd the sight of it shocked her
£ bly. He was white and hag-
. , and his eyes were beginning to

into the library, started
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3 on seeing her and then ad-
"-'\ ’ ., with a smile,

: 1 am so sorry for you, dear Julia,”
.~ beeaid tenderly. ‘It ie not often that

are. "' o
r trouble is mioe. It would be

Aded aud turped bix face from
uﬁd‘uﬂa ._.J :
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| wern heard in the ball

at§f 5o wire separated,” tho | Bu

“*Do you know what the papera are
hinting ut, Julin—I mean about me?’
he asked without looking at her.

. “My uncle wus here just now and
told me," nuswered the girl.

“Iam glad you are aware of thak
anyway,” Ralph eaid. “'l could not
consent to allow you to remain onless
you knew it."”

“"“Nothing on earth conld make me
think yon were guilty of such acrime,**
suid Miss Hastings, “and I intend to
stand by yon,"

He sat down by her and took her
hand in his,

“1 saw your uncle drive up, and I
kmew what he came for,'' said he,
“‘and if you bad deserted me I shounld
have given up. I counld stand a good
deal, but to 'nse vou now, in addition
to all the rest, would be more thano I
could bear, Really, I am in earnest.”
© Miss Huostings covered her face with
ber hands and heaved a deep sigh. She
was thinking'of the worde she had
overheard just n mowent before. She
wanted to ask him if ho were vot keep-
ing buck sowothing from ber, but such
a question wodld imply a lack of fuith
in him, and she remaived silent. Steps
Home men cur-
rying large booquets and wreaths of
flowers wore reflected o the  pier glass
as they passed to the drawing room to
lay them on the coffin. Rulph followed
her glance to the mirror.

“Poor old man!"* bo said. “I bave
not yet realized that he is really dead.
Sister nots a9 if she did not either. We
shull miss the dear old governor in
fpite of all the rows. "'

The power of articulation seomed to
have left Miss Huastings, Sbhe tried to
speak. She attriboted the failure to her
mental condition,

“Poor Aunt Marthal' sighed Ralph,
relensing her band,” It will kill her,
I'm afraid. If youonly knew her, yon'd
understand. “She is peculiar, bot she
has been a mother to gister and me and
hes already saffered too much. '’

**Does she kpow?'' nsked Miss Has-
tings, finding her voice at last, “"Huas
she heard?'"

*‘Not yet,” replied Ralph. *'I tole-
graphed Dr, Gibson at the sanitarium
to keep the pupers from her. I hope he
will bo countions, It is on her nccount
that we aro so particnlar, but''—he re-

blocking the way. Look out! Don't step
on that thing '

“What in tanuder are yoa
asked the doctor, stepping cantiously
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“Shi" Hendrioks closed the door.
“Qld man Benton's,"” he went on with

““Method in it; 1'd bet on that,”’ re-
turned the dootor.

“'Don't quote. Be al."

Hendrioks sat down on the side of a
bed for a moment, his chin resting
thonghtfully in his hand. Presently he
rose and drew one of the sleeves of the
cont downward an inch or so.

“How'a that?'* he asked.

““What are you doing?"

“Waot to get him fixed aa muoh like
wo found him as possible, Hard to do
without stufing. For a little I'd rip up
that mattress und utilive the contents,
The more like old Beuton it looks the
alicker my brain wheels revolve, Ideas,
ideas, my friend!”

“What do you expeet to get out of
that suitf"’

*'Two fifty at a secondhand store,"’
replied the detective. He burst into a
littlo langh and abroptly relapsed into
intense thooghtfulness.

*'1 can see that you are deeply inter-
osted, '’ observed Lampkin.

“Why, old sawbones?'’

"“If yon were not, your joke wounld
not bave been so lame, '’

**Not too much interested to enjoy
yours,”' lnunghed Hendricks mechanionl-
ly. ‘*Hn, ha, ha! One on me,"” He gunk
on bis knees, took hold of the left lnpul
of Bentou's coat and examined it
closely.

*“What are yon stadying that lapel
go attentively for?'' asked the dootor,

Hendricks turned the lapel back and
exposed the underside,

“Bee thas pin?"" bhe asked

*“Yes Isuppose you will take it ag a
proof of stinginess and'’—

**Nothing of the kind,*' broke in the
! deteotive. He rose, opened the buack
| part of his watch case and exposed a
! tiny shred of white paper. *'1 fouud
that under the pin just now."

SWell?”” said Lampkin,

It was there,'” replied Hendricks.
*"There was o reason for its being there,
but I can't muke it ont yet. It is one of
! the half dozen inexplicable things con-
pected with the case, When we know
who whot the owner of this suit of
clothes, we'll know what this bit of pa-
per weans. '’

Lampkin sat down at a table. “Has
anything turned up sinee I saw you?”

Hendricks closed his watch with a
snap and sank on the bed.

‘Yoo know I was hungry when you
left me,"" he bogan. **Well, 1 went to
the kitchen, The cook, a eolored man,
rather talkative by nature, offered to

flected a moment—''I forgot you don't
understand. Some duy I shall tell yon
the whole gloomy story. We—we have
our skeleton, you see,”’ |

“All fawilies bave them,’ observed |
the girl wonderingly.

“Qurs is one, however, that can be
done away with by n pleutiful’ use of |
comman senso, aud sister and 1 are do- |
ing all we can iu that direction. It has l:
been uphill work, and now it will be |
harder than over.''

CHAPTER X1

That afternoon ut 4 o'clook Dr, Lamp-
kin oalled at thes hotel designated by
Hendricks and was informed by the
olerk that the detective was in his room
and had left orders for him to come up
at once.

The room was at the'bead of the first
flight of stairs. Lampkin rapped.

“*Come in!"" The doctor started, for
the words seemed to come from the

orack beneath the door, Lampkin turned
the knob and pushed. The door opened

about gix inches, strock something
and stopped. It was the head of the de-
tective, for when Lampkin had looked
throngh the narrow opepning he found
Hondricks on his bands and koecs on
the finor,
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give me a bite in the dinivg room, but
I preferved tho kitchen. It is the sink
of household gossip, I got him started
by giving him a plated ring with a red
glass setting. I now kmow the house
from a to fzzard, Old man Benton was
dead agninst the house party, He hated
Maounteastie for some reason or other and
had had a scrap with Ralph nearly ev-
ory night for the lust month, Jason con-
firms Jurnagin's story about the quarrel
between Mr. Benton and Allen and says
Allen is a snake in the grass and that
he would not forgive an injury; that
it wonld raunkle, you know, and then
rige and barst, =0 to speak."

‘*But yon haven't a particle of evi-
denoe against Allen,'" soid Lampkin,
“The fact that he has quarreled with
Mr. Benton, when the old man waa in
the habit of quarreling with all aroond
him, would pot connt for much, "’

"*You are right,'' agreed the detect.
ive, frowning, '‘but something in the
air seems to promise to give me a clew
before long. The whole case and all
the people in it are buzzing round me
ut a terrific rate, like a swarm of bees.
Do you know how we used to make a
swirm of bees settlo, doctor? We raised
a frightfal racket. If these folks don't
look out, 1'l] do that.'*

“*What do you wean?"’

**I'll make an arrest, right or wrong.
Somebody in the lay ount is keeping back
something, and 1 want to know what
it is. My progress is blocked. There is
nothing like the pressure of handouffe
on tho wrists to oore Jockjaw. But I
shall give them u little more time. Ja-
son tells me that Mr. Farnhall, Ben.
ton's lawyer, i8 greatly distorbed about
some important papers which are miss.
ing from the old man’s desk. I am go-
ing to try to help him find them, "'

UHAPTER XIL

A week passed. Dr. Lampkin had not
seen Hendricks since the day following
the discovery of the crime. Lawmpkin,
however, had watched the papers and
knew that nothing of vital interest con-
cerning the mystery had been made
poblic. He believed that his friend was
still groping iv the dark, else ho wounld
have come to him to let off some of his
onthosiasm. Hendricks always onme
just before a climax or when one was
nbout to be .

Dr. Lampkin was o very busy man
on the days of the week that it was pbs-
riblo for patients to consnlt him. He had
nover allowed his prefession to encronch
vpon Ids freedom, and so a sign on his
door read as follows: *'Dr. Lampkin
may bo consulted Mondays, Wednesdnys
and Friduys. Office hoars, 0 0. m. to 2
P m. "

Hin fame for coring nervons and im-
aginary ailments, dronkeuness and the

m::e habit throagh hypnotic sug-
had spread all over Amerion,
nnd he was often so busy that he had to
bhave throe or four assistante. Today his

anteroom was full of people waiting
their torns, and Lampkin was admit-
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over o black suit of clothes which the With & smile, **Hoe looks superstitions. '’

It was nea tim La
Imw o, 80 Lampkin

**1 believe I'll come back tomorrow, "
stammered the old man. 'Y can wait.

““Wait a moment,"* urged the assist-

give medicine, ¥ ;ﬁ' nnthm be
on to
afraid of, rmier.

The old man seemed only partially
renssored. He resumed hiaseat, his eyes
Sent alternately on the outer door and
tbonu:ol:onlns into the office. The as-
sistant sat down to mp him ocom "
bulding his hat and gloves in his hm,l.
He tried to draw the old man into con-
versation, but the effort was futile,
When Dr. Lampkin opened the door and
maotioned for him to enter, he began to
tremble viplently.

=

“How’s what?’ asked Lampkin, 1'm ib no burry.”

[To BE coNTINUED.)
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MICHIGAN MELANGE.

NEWS OF GEnERAL INTEREST TO OUR
READERS.

Important Happenings in the State During
the Past Few Daws Heported by Telo-
gruph — Matter Selected for the Benefit of
Our O wn People.

Menominee, Mich., Nov. 20.—Leonard

Lutomskl, allsas James Green, was ar-

| rested with a companion. They regis-

tered at the City hotel as J, Brooks and
C. Dean. They are In jail. Lutomski
is wanted at Kewaunee for jal! bréak-
ing, having escaped while awaiting trial
for burgiary.

_:- e e e

The two men were arrested by oiflcers
of that county after a long chase in o
bum boat on Lake Michigan u yoar agu
last summer, having in toelr poss Sal.n
a large quantity of stolen articles of
A miscellancous charncter, ]

Some of the goods were ldentified an
having been stolen here, Lutomski Is
alko wanted here on a charge of being
one of two burgldes who on the night
| of April 6, 1896, blew open the safe In
Bmith & Peterson's jewelry store and
stole more than $200, fifty watches, sev-
eral trays of rings, charms, chains and
other jewelry and two revolvers. Lu-
tomak! had a valuable wateh supposed
to have been stolen from an Escanaba
store. It ls a4 Raymond nickel move-
ment. No. 3,800,668, gold hunting case,
63 pennywelght, No, 1,2/0,848. The men
were armed with revolvers,

Bhot His Duughter and Himsell.

Mason, Mich.,, Nov, 29—8«ott A,
Bowdlish shot his 9-year-old daughter,
fatally injuring her, and then killed him-
self. The tragedy was not discovered
until morning. According to the little
girl, her father awakened her during
the night, kigssed her and asked her
where her heart was, lle felt about her
breast and after locating the girl's
heart he drew a revolver and shot her,
Again he fAred, the ball this time pene-
truting the child's right side. After
this he located his own heart and shot
h'meell dead. Bowdish was hard up
and discournged. No other reason for
the crime Is khown.

Boyootting Declared Logitimate,

Detrolt, Nov. 30.—Judge Hosmer, of
the clrcuit court, yesterday declined
to interfere with a boycott by em-
ployes of & milling firm. A temporary
Injunction had been lssued restroining
the Rallway Teamsters' unlon and
trades councll from unlawfully Inter-
fering with the business of Jacob Beck
& Bong. Judge Hosmer sald he would
make the injunction permanent so far
as violence or disturbances are con-
cerned, but could not interfere with
“peaceable distribution of boycotting
circulars, or other legltlmate means
employed by the unions to accomplish
thelr purpose.”

Wants $1,000,000 Dumages,
Grand Rapids, Mich.,, Nov. 29.—Mel-

vin B Chuch has begun a $L000,000
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* For some

after a time the hair
falling and made the

to give satisfaction.

was covered with dan
now, and I could hardly trust my senses when
started. It is much th
and my scalp seems to be 1n a perfectly

“1 think there is no toilet article in the world so g:od
three years old and my hair would have been all whi

d
the r, but the f:
pomgt e

used it duging that summer an
a head of hair as one could wish.”
“T1 am well pleased

thin, 1 commenced to use the Vigor, with the result thar the hair not on
out, but a new growth of hair started. It ﬁlﬂl-h(l:lrl

AYER’S
Hair Vigor

':l have sold Ayer's Hair Vigor for the past thirteen years and have known of no case
1 sell more of it than of any like preparation.”
’ J. P. BRISCOE, Harrison, Ark.

“ For five years I have been selling Ayer's Hair Vigor under a positive guarantee that it
would produce hair on a bald head and restore gray hair to its natural color,
had one bottle returned, nor has there been a single case where the dressing was used that
it did not do all that was claimed for it.”

emoves Dandruff

ars my hair had been coming out,
I have applied Ayer's Hair Vigor regularly for some weeks

{ first found that a new growth of hair had
than ormcrl{md of good color. The dandruff has disappeared

ruff.

ealthy condition,”

Miss R. WRIGH"I‘, Perth, Ont,

“ Some time ago, my head became full of dandruff, which caused me great annoyance;
to fall out, The use of Ayer's Hair Vigor stopped the hair from
Mus. C. M. AYREES, Mount Airy, Ga,

scalp clean and healthy.™

Restores to Gray Hair its
Original Color.

s Hair Vigor. 1 am fifty-

f it were not for the use of

cation of that dressing has preserved its color, and kept it soft and
Mrs. W. H. JARVIS, Otsego, Mich.

“ After five years' use of Ayer's Hair Vigor, I can cheerfully recommend it as a desirable
toilet article. It keeps the hair soft and glossy and helps it to retain its natural color,”
1), WARNER, Dunnville, Ont,

MAKES HAIR GRO

“ Far about five years

as A

te now

with Ayer's Halr Vigor

H. M. ACUFF, Eibs, Va.

It had become very

SRy g 7k i g
riends asked me to r Vigor ted on
s T ound v rom i ad s 1
to use it steadily for about four mont at the me s
. HOWARD MELVIN, Carlisle, Mass.

When I noticed that n'? hair was getting

{8 an excellemt tonic."
AS. C. GRAVES, Brovkion, N. Y,

dumage sull against the Ant-Kalwo-
mine company, otherwise known as the

plaster trust, Mr. Church several yoarn

ago turned over his wall tinting patents
and plaster properties to the trust for
operation. Recently he began suit for
$250,000, clalming the trust had npot ae-
counted to him properly and had with-
held profits. His sult is based, the bill

avers, on discoveries of further

larities, |

.

Attrmipted Muarder and Suiolde,

Detroit, Dee, 1.—W, J. Burlan shet
a revolver at his wife, but succeedede
only in slightly scounding her, He then
shot himself dead @ . (lp of the thumb
of the woman's upiaized hand was shot
offt and the bullel grased her head,
Barian had been diinking heavily, He
was Intolerably Jjeslous of nearly every
man who came into the little store
which the couple kept on Dix avenue.

Reslgned to Save His Life,

Houghton, Mich, Nov. 26.—Captain
Rowlands, tiammer boss at the Atlaptic
mine, has reslgned, his resignation tak-
Ing immediate effect. He was dislilced
by the Finns, who accused him of ex-
treme arrogance and abuse, but the
company refused to discharge him. Then
the men struck. Captain Rowlands, it
was sald, was Informed by the strikors
that they would kill him on slght unless
he resigned, and the resignation speedi-
ly followed, Smizet

Thelr Falth Was No Medicine,

Niles, Mich.,, Nov. 30.—Three dJdeaths
from diphtherla have recently taken
place in the family of Willlam Loskoakl
near New Carilsle, just across the In-
diana line, An Investigation revealed
the fact that na physiclan had been
ea'led, the family belleving that the
Creator, who sent the dizeass, would
cure It. The three children who di=q
Uterally strangled to death. The dis-
ease has spread and nlarm prevalis

Saw MU in Michigan Burnsd,
Menominee, Mich, Nov. 3. — Ths
Northern Supply company's saw mill at
Flgher burned yesterday morning. The
loss is $25,000 and Insurance $10,000. The

fire glarted from a hot box In the mill
The people had to make a fight o save
the towh Fleiffr s the headgusriees
of the Wisconsain and Michigan raliway
and about thirty miles from here

1 have not

and my scalp

tting it for me. 1

’cmd_ to come




